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.15 again willing to brief selected American reporters|

"the agency on the countries they have visited.”

~Turner xssued a set of guldelmes that barred the CIA
.from entering any relationship with journalists “for
:the. purpose of conducting intelligence. activities.”

.Union. - e

Washington—¥Four months after it decided, in the
interests of secrecy, to-stop giving. briefings to
newsmen, the Central Intelligence Agency has qmet—
ly decidedto remstxtute the practice—but at a price:;

The agency, according to a well-informed source,

in “special circumstances.” It will give “background™
information to-newsmen about to embark on trips
abroad, provided that, when they return, they- brxeg

The shift in policy threatens to revive an 8-year-
old dispute between the agency.and the journalism
community on the ‘rights and: wrongs of using;
newsmen to gather mtelhaence 1t is also’bound to

raise new quesfzons about the CIA at atxme when the
agency has successfully weathered.a storm. over the
fitness of William Casey to be its director.” R
Most importantly, it once again raises the specter
that any American newsman operating abroad may
bz accused of reportmd to tho CIA, as well as to hls
editors. .. Lo v :

THE CONTRUVEKSY OVER ‘the-CIA’s use of
journalists-as agents and of Journahst“cover" for its
own career officers first erupted in 1973, when
then-Director William Colby disclosed that the agen-
¢y had about 40 full-time and part-time United States
newsmen on its payroll. During the 1950s and 1580s,
several correspondents for major-American news
organizations were, in fact, career CIA officers, -

In November 1977, ('olby's successor Stansfxeld ‘

‘Turner allowed himself a loopholezbut in general
the gmdelme was strxctiy mterpreted. Po

. One- former reporter “recalls drxvmg out-to.-thed
CIA's leafy campus in McLean, Va., for a briefing
before leaving on a trip to. Eastern ‘Europe.. The
scholarly, pinstriped CIA analyst discoursed for an
hour on the politics and economics of. the region—
and then confessed he had never been to the Sowet

“Well, when 1 get back I'll tell you v,hat. 1t was
like,” the reporter offered. “That. ‘will not be neces-
sary,” another CIA officer sald primly "We’ll Just
read what you write.” S it
“"Under the new guidelines, such “debnefmgs
would be the expected repayment for the lmtxal

T

meetm TR TR
A CIA OFFIC!&E HASTENS to add - that the

agency is not. askmg reporters to- -recruit sples oy -

operate as bagmen or even ta find out specific pieces|
of information: “We are not tasking newsmen. We are
not giving. them: asz\xgnments But.we have decided J)
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- should be happy to report on anything he may have

- finding themselves in the Same position as the

thet mformatxon sharmg from now on is aoing to be al
two-way street.. We used to think we should brief
reporters out of a sense of public responsxbllxtj
Now, we want something in return,”” ”

In fact, there has long been an informal sharmg of
information between journalists and the CIA. In
some countries, the Soviet. Union,” for’ etampl
everybody—journalists, spies, diplomats,” scholars
- and even the Russians themselves~is wrestlmg with
the same problem, trying to -pierce a shroud of
official secrecy and find out what is really going on.-

To yuote former Washmgton Post correspondent;
Ward -Just: - “There is a natural affinity between
journalists and spies.” But editors argue that the
.nere suspicion that a-reporter might be in contact
with the CIA undermines his credxbxhty and expOses
him to possible arrest. :

-The CTA argues that any patnotxc correspondent

learned that could help the national interest. Many
correspondents are indeed willing to do so—on 2a
voluntary basis. To make them sing for thexr supper
is something else again. .

AND THERE IS A DARKER SIDE. A/journallst"'
as much as a spymaster, has an obligation to protecj
sources. How many peo ple—-exther in this country o
-overseas—would talk to a reporter at the risk ofl
-having their names- entered somewher m a CIA
dossier? . s .

How many American televxsxon crews would be
allowed to film a foreign demonstration—or even a
bridge or a dam—if it were suspected that their on-air.
film and the thousands of feet of “out-takes would
be tumed over to the CIA"‘

Colby and Turner both Opened up the CIA 50 that

'its analysts could enlidhten the commumty, at the! -
same time that-they cracked down on. ‘the.use-of
_reporters to gather inbelliaence Casey ls ‘gomg in
_ex'archuy t!ixe opposite dxrecti . :
ere is an obvious advantage in thxs for
Newsmen can move around much more fre:}ll; tchlg
the average ClA agent operating under “shallow
cover as an embassy diplomat. But in the endg, it is
self-defeating. Once Journalists. are. open to the]
accusation that they are spies, they run the risk of:

]
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scholarly CIA analyst on Eastern Euro
¢ by pe dxscour-
sing learnedly on places he had neverseen.. =~ My
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